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a Saturday, July 23. 1709. 


HE Wellcome News of the taking 
the City of 'Towrnay, is now the 
_ Town's Entertainment 
What is Matter of Fact, I have nothing to 
do but to congratulate you upon The 
Town, confidering its Strength, has been 
happily won, the Time ſhort, and the Loſs 
of Men but little. What is Matter of Sug- 
geſtion, is capable of Remark. ' 
Nothing wil fatisfie our People, but that 
now the Freneb will make Peace, that is, 
ſign the Preliminaries ; and Numour begins 
to act its Part in every Place, from the 


publick Talk at Bruſſels and the Hague, it 
flies to Exchange» Alley, and our Stock- job 


bers, who are all Zigh-Fyers by Occupa- 
tion, raiſe the Stocks immediately, 4, 5, 


and 6 per Cent. becauſe they will have it, 
that the French will fign the Preliminaries. 
The Noiſe of Peace drowns all Manner 
of Relation of Fact Infinite Suggeſti- 
ons fil your Diſcourſes z The Ele&or of 
Bgvaria's taking a Compliment for Liberty 
to hunt—muſt be an Intrigue, and his 


Game is a more private Negotiation 3 to 


day Monſieur Torcy is in the French Camp 
Incognito, to morrow. he is at Valenciennes; 
one while he has ſent to the States Field- 
Deputies to demand a Treaty; then for a 


One Word of all which is not true, nor 
any Ground for the Suggeftion of it—that, 
I preſume to ſay, may be depended upon. 


That 
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That the Frencb would gladly make a 
Peace, and that upon any tolerable Terms, 


Spain being left uncertain, I make no que- - 
ion of— That the Miſeries of their Coun - 


try, the Diſcontents of their People, and 
the Diſorder of their Finances, preſs them 
very hard to a Peace, is out of Doubt 
But they cannot perſwade themſelves to 
part with Spain, whe: eupon the prefent 
War is contiau'd. 

I ſhall be far from leſſening the Advan- 
tages we have over the Enemy, in Num- 
bers, in Courage, and in the Pofture of the 
War; but give me Leave to ſay, did not 
their Money fail them, and Famine pinch 
them 3 *tis not all we have hitherto done, 
would bring them to ſign theſe Prelimina- 
ries—They would let you knock your Men 
on the Head againſt Stone-Walls, they 
would cover their Towns with their Ar- 
mies, and their Armies with their Towns, 
and hold you out theſe ſeven Years ftill— 
But the Sinews fail them, and the Body, 
languiſhing like a Human Body, that is, 
bleeding to Death, the Eyes dazzle, - the 
Countenance falls, the Head finks into the 
Breaſt, and all the Powers of the Body are 
gradually enervated. 

Now, to conſider France in its preſent 
Poſture, ſome- probable Gueſſes may be 
made at the preſent View of their Affairs, 
and what they aim at; bywhich may be ſeen, 
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in ſome Degree, the true Reaſons of the 
War, and probable Gueſſes may be made, 
when a Peace is in View, and when not— 
That we may no more amuſe our ſelves 
with Rumours and Reports, the Baftards 


of Excbange- Alley's Vice, and the Mines 


and Fongades of our Commerce, the Filth 
and Slime of the-State, from whence ge- 
nerate Parties, Factions, Feuds, and - Na- 
tional Prejudices. - | 
To amuſe our People with the Views of 
Peace, and the French applying to us for 
5. W they really make go Motion 
that W, is but to tell the French, what is 


apparently falſe in Fact, that we ſtand in as 


much Need of it as they. There is no 
doubt we all ſtand in Need of Peace, but 
not to ſuch Extremity as the Ene my 
And to thoſe that cry out our Funds are all 
exhauſted, our Taxes all mortgag'd, and 
that no new Springs are to be found out to 
carry on the War I ſay nothing but 
this, Nil deſperandum; have Patience, you 
have found no Want yet, no De ficiency, no 
Fund offer'd that does not fill, no Loan 
alk'd whoſe Conditions are doubtful, or 
whoſe Supply has been deficient —— 
And perhaps we are not ſo near being ex- 
haufted, as ſome People may imagine. 

I ſhall take a ſummary View of the pre- 
ſent Poſture of Affairs, as to Peace and War, 
in my next. 


— . — 


Mis cEI. 


Am row entring upon an Enquiry into 
| the Methods for improving the Lands of 
Scotland, as being the only Foundation-Step 
of raiſing the preſent Circumftances of that 
injur'd Country, and reftoring her to ſuch 
a Figure, as ſhe may, aud I am (ure, ought 
to make in the Worla - to reſcue her from 
the Scandal of your Tengues, raiſe her 
from the Grave of Contempt—and make 


her firft rich, and that of Courſe wiil ſerve 


her for Reputation in your corrupted Jn1g- 


ments—Tho?*. I think in Tuftice, ſhe has 


ſomething the more Reputation for being 
contemn'd by an Age, that according 10 


LANEA. 


Solomon, judge of a Matter before they 
hear it, aud fpeak evil of the People, as well 
45 of the Things, they under ſtand not. 

To ĩatroduce this the more intelligibly, 
it will he needful to give a-ſhore Abridg- 
meat of the preſent Caſe of the Lands ia 
Scotland, with ſome of tte vulgar Errors 
and National Miſtakes, under which the 
greateſt Part of the preſent Miſchief of 
Non-Improvement is generated and con- 
tinu'd z for in order to a Cure, I prefume, 
every «iſe Phyſician. firſt makes bimſelf 
perfect Maſter of two Thing The 
Nature of the Diſcaſe z and the Conſtitu · 

tion 
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tion of the Patient. I hall purſue the Alle- 


gory. Y : : RNs 
Scotland is the Patient, her Diſtemper is 


Barrenneſs—her Conftitution a Backward - 
neſs of Improvement, Firft for the Di- 
temper; I muſt allow it in General for. the 
Sake of che Argument—She is barten 
That is, the Lands produce bat little, com- 
paratively, to what other Countries and 
Climates produce Whether it is a na- 
tive Sterility of the Earth, or Air, or whe- 
ther-it is an accidental Sterility for Want 
of Application. 


- Fhere is ne doubt, but in the faſt Senſe, - 


all the World may be cal'd barren ; Spain, 
that is as rich and fertile as any Part of Eu 
rope, how is it a ſandy, parch'd Deſert, for- 
ſaken of its Inhabitants, and forſaken of the 
Induſtty and Application of thoſe that re- 
main! — GOD, the great Director, as 
well as Maker of Nature, bas commanded 
her, ſhe ſhall obey the Call of Induftry, 
but ſhall no where be a Volunteer to Man's 
Negligence If he will not beftow 
the Sweat of his Brows to eat his Bread, he 
really ſhall have no Bread The Earth, 
obedient to the Voice that pronounc'd the 
eat Curſe upon Man's Treaſon againft 
& , brings Thorns aud Briars, inftead of 
Wheat and Barley; if you expe to be fed, 
you muſt WORK ; the richeft Mines lie 
deepeſt in the Earth — And the beſt Dia- 
monds in the hardeft Rocks. The Trea- 
ſures of Nature are conceal'd, as Rareties 
inacceſſible but by Labour, reſerv'd as a 


Reward to the Induſtrious, and deny'd to 
the Stotbful as a juſt Puniſhment of their 


Sloth, that Sotomon's Words may touch our 
Experience, that the Vineyard of the Sloth- 

i over-grown with Thorns; and be dili- 
gent Hand makes rich, | 


Nature's 4 Virgin very chaſt and ce, 
To court ber's Non ſenſe z if you will enjoy, 
She muſt be raviſb d, f 
a When Sbe's forc d, Sbe's free, 
- Aperfe@ Proſtitute 10 Induſtry. 
in ſhort, the Nature of Things is thus 


all over the Woild z GOD has notccurs'd 
Scotland above all the Nations of Europe 


If Scotland may indeed be reſerv'd by pro- 
vidence for theſe Ages of Induſtry, and as 
an Encouragement to our uniting Temper. 
— The Improvement of Scotland may be 
left, as it ſeems to me to be, for a meer Con- 
ſequence of theUnion But aſſure your 
ſelves, there is no Barrenneſs there, but 
what is commoa to chis whole Iſland, na Ste- 
rility bat what Induftry will cure— I ſha 
not look back to reproach the People of 
Scotland with neglectiag their own Advan- 
tages, and being: wanting to themſelves ia 
applying a diligent Hand to the Gifts of 
Nature; let them that have been guilty, . 
and are ſenſible of it, mend it. I know, they 
have been a-plunder'd, diſquieted, perſe- 
cuted, and always a diſcourag'd Nation. - 

But let me give you one Hint,Gentlemen 
in Scotland; don't lay your own Sloth upon 
the Back ot your Country, and loadyour - 
Maker with what is meerly your own Fault. 
—Do not fit ſtill, and cry out of Sterility 
and Barrenneſs, Badneſs of the Climate, 
and Want of Sun While you have not 
ſo much as try'd, whether it is ſo or no—— . * 
Remember the Fable of Fupiter, and the 
Waggoner, who pray'd for Help, but never 
ſet his Shoulder to the Wheel. 

Set the Spade into the Earth, and bend 
your Bones to the Labour, up and to work, . 
you'll-ſoon find, that tis the People, not the 
Land that is- unfruitfal ; dis Want of In- 
duftry, not Want of San-ſhine, makes gc- 
land barren; and I doubt not to, prove in 
the Proceſs of this Diſcourſe, that England 
is every-whit as barren as Scotland, and Scot- 

- every-whit as fruitful as England, .. 
proportion'd to Circumſtances, and that the 
whole Difference, we now-ſce, lies only ia 
the Application. | 

This brings me to name the ſecond Arti- 
cle, Viz. The Conſtitution of the Patient; 
and without doubt according to this, the 
Phyſician is to apply his Remedies 
The Conſtitution of Scorland has at this time 
ſeveral Things, whick render her Improve- 
ment both backward aud difficult : 
And while I enquire into them, in order 
not to expoſe, but cure them, I hope, 
no Body will take Offence at the Search. .. 
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